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We wish all the St Henry's family, pupils, parents and staff, the wider Marist community in
South Africa and around the world, and all our benefactors and well-wishers a very Blessed

and Peace-filled Christmas

On 25th November, the College community was joined by many alumni and
friends of St Henry’s to celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving for the 41 years of
faithful service given to the College by its principal of 28 years and present
College Rector, Dr Tony Akal. The main celebrant was Cardinal W#ilfrid Napier.

After the mass had ended, Mr Fred Akal read out several of the many
messages to Dr Akal which had come in from around the globe. The following
is one of them, from Mr Mark Godfrey, a recent St Henry’s Deputy Principal:

Tony,

You leaving St Henry'’s is like the Royal Family departing England! I am sure you will be called “an
institution” by at least one person making a speech on Friday. But your presence in the hallways of the
School is nothing short of a tradition.

Mind you, I believe a new tradition was started this year with the Matrics ringing the bell as they departed the
School. I have heard that at Grey Bloem, as the Matrics depart, their tradition is to spit on the bell tower.
Perhaps you should shy away from any descriptions of being a “tradition.”

1t will be a sad day for us older ex-staff and alumni when there is no longer an Akal steering the boat. How
safe we all felt in the hands of one who knew the way, one who expected much but gave far more himself.
How safe we were in the hands of a man fiercely loyal — to the School and to his staff. I remember going to
battle beside you, with parents eager for the blood of some staff member who had slipped up, or parents —
themselves often of the legal profession — who refused to accept that their, until then neglected, little darling
could possibly be guilty of the heinous crime for which he had just been found guilty on incontrovertible
evidence.

And then, what will happen without the Akal Graciousness and Manners. Who will stand up when a lady
enters the room? Who will entertain so well visiting heads on cricket and rugby days or the guest of honour

at galas and sports days? Who will keep the ladies (and wives) on the staff guessing into the next decade, *
Will there EVER be a Mrs Akal?”

Where will the little guys learn the intricacies of seam, and swing, and spin, and playing the lofted drive and
the pull shot? Will a gentleman’s word still be his bond? Will he offer his partner his left arm so that his right
is free to draw his sword in the event of an unexpected attack?

Who will attend four and sometimes five meetings a week in term one? Who will avoid the Matric Dance like
the plague? Who will defend the rights of the staff in hostile board meetings?

As you move on, you will leave a huge space that no one can hope to fill. Indeed, there will have to be a
completely new direction, as the road previously travelled is shrouded in 30 years of hard work, and sweat,
and tears.

1 hope this next phase of your life can be as fulfilling as the many years you drove the St Henry'’s ship.
You will be missed

Mark Godfrey

After 23 years, our Primary School Principal says “Adieu”
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My advice? Give it all you have got every day, today cannot be repeated. Be positive, helpfu4 and unfail]gly kin

Pictured leftare the St Henry's students who, during
the course of the year, have been awarded their
Provincial or national colours in their chosen
discipline. They are from left to right: Back row:
Daimon Delomoney (KZN Water polo), Tintswalo
Mabasa (KZN Debating), Nadia Naidu (KZN Action
Netball), Jan Bond (Surfing), Michael Ross (KZN
Cricket), Dean Munsami (KZN Softball)

Middle Row: Amy Cooper (KZN Rhythmic
Gymnastics), Sharnae Zimmerman (KZN Water
Polo), Lorenzo Valenti (KZN Kite surfing), Sam
Bronner (Sailing, South Africa), Gregory Brouckheart
(KZN Youth Orchestra), Celeste Frank (KZN Action
Netball), Chanei Parumaul (KZN Youth Choir), Emma
Spencer (KZN Rhythmic Gymnastics)

Front row: Blaine Paul (KZN Cricket), Dylan Powell
(Karate, South Africa) Lauren Humphreys (KZN
soccer), Ishan Maharaj (KZN Cricket), Jemima
Samuel (KZN Hockey), Matt Gorlei (Fly fishing, South
Africa), Emily Bishai (KZN Youth Choir)

Leaders who serve

Youth. .. Tomorr

Emma Cippola (Grade
10) has been chosen as
the Deputy Mayor for
the Durban Youth
Council, a project of the
Junior Chamber South
Africa (Durban
Chapter). Two other
College pupils, Dennis
O’ Toole and Thulani
Msomi have also

become members of the Council which is
composed of over 100 grade 11 students from

more than 30 schools in the Durban area. The At the a
Council strives to create young leaders who serve Primary
and support their community and make a Awards E
difference in the lives of those around them. Amy Coop
Through the use of training and development was awar
programmes and interventions throughout the Maj or 1In
year, the councillors are encouraged to take an G bl s oo
mtef‘e;t in those issues affecting themselves and student
their fellow man.
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Excellence Rewarded

MySchopol Don’t Forget this Holiday Season...
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Make Every Swipe Count !!

Our School earns money every time you swipe your MySchool
Card at any of these retailers around the country
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